
      

FORT WORTH POLICE DEPARTMENT ACCEPTS DELIVERY OF SECOND BELL 505 
Bell senior leaders and Fort Worth officials gathered at the FWPD Hangar to celebrate this milestone 

 

Fort Worth, TX (Dec. 17, 2025) – Bell Textron Inc., a Textron Inc. (NYSE: TXT) company, announced the delivery of 

a second Bell 505 to the Fort Worth Police Department. Bell executives and city officials celebrated this achievement 

together in the police department’s hangar at Meacham Airport. The relationship between Bell and the city of Fort 

Worth dates back almost 75 years.  

“All of us at Bell value our long-standing relationships with the city of Fort Worth and the Fort Worth Police Department, 

and we are proud to be a partner in supporting the city’s public safety initiatives and advancing the department’s 

impact with this added capability,” said Danny Maldonado, chief commercial officer and incoming Bell CEO. “Nearly 

75 years after Bell’s move to Fort Worth, this city remains home for us, and we look forward to seeing this new aircraft 

serve the citizens of Fort Worth.” 

In 1951, Lawrence D. Bell broke ground in Fort Worth on Bell Aircraft Corporation’s helicopter division, to be called 

Bell Helicopter. Almost 75 years later, Bell has completed several consolidation and modernization efforts and 

established new facilities in Fort Worth to support advanced manufacturing operations. With about 4,600 employees 

in North Texas, Bell continues to bring long-term economic growth and highly skilled jobs to the region. 

"We take so much pride in the city of Fort Worth's strong, lasting partnership with Bell, and it's fitting that today we are 

celebrating the delivery of the top-tier Bell 505 helicopter to one of the best police departments in the nation,” said 

Fort Worth mayor Mattie Parker. This new addition to the Fort Worth Police Department will ensure officers have the 

advanced capabilities, safety enhancements, and operational reach they need to serve and protect our community 

with even greater efficiency and urgency." 

The Fort Worth Police Department Air Support Unit has operated a series of Bell aircraft since 1968 including Bell 47s 

and Bell 206 Jet Rangers. In 2021, the Department accepted delivery of their first Bell 505. The addition of a second 

Bell 505 to the fleet further enhances the operational performance of the police department and plays a vital role in 

supporting versatile missions across the city.   

“The Fort Worth Police Department’s new Bell helicopter will be an outstanding addition to our Air Support Unit and a 

testament to our ongoing commitment to public safety,” said Chief Eddie Garcia, Fort Worth Police Department. “This 

aircraft’s advanced technology enhances our ability to keep officers on the ground safe. It also gives us the ability to 

respond swiftly and effectively, keeping Fort Worth residents safe as well. We’re proud to continue our partnership 

with Bell, a company that exemplifies innovation and excellence right here in our own community.” 

The Bell 505 was introduced in 2014 and certified by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) in 2017. There are 

now more than 600 Bell 505s operating in more than 66 countries on six continents, surpassing 300,000 total fleet 

flight hours. With a speed of 125 knots (232 km/h) and a useful load of 1,500 pounds (680 kg), the Bell 505 is designed 

to be easy to fly while providing significant value to the operator and best-in-class cabin visibility. The customer-driven 

design of the aircraft places safety, performance and affordability at the forefront, blending proven systems with 

advanced technology and a sleek, modern design. Visit the Bell product page to learn more.   
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https://www.bellflight.com/products/bell-505/public-safety
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ABOUT BELL 

Thinking above and beyond is what we do. For more than 90 years, we’ve been reimagining the experience of 

flight – and where it can take us. 

We are pioneers. We were the first to break the sound barrier and to certify a commercial helicopter. We were a 

part of NASA’s first lunar mission and brought advanced tiltrotor systems to market. Today, we’re defining the 

future of advanced air mobility. 

Headquartered in Fort Worth, Texas – as a wholly-owned subsidiary of Textron Inc., – we have strategic locations 

around the globe. And with nearly one quarter of our workforce having served, helping our military achieve their 

missions is a passion of ours. 

Above all, our breakthrough innovations deliver exceptional experiences to our customers. Efficiently. Reliably. 

And always, with safety at the forefront. 

 

ABOUT TEXTRON INC. 

Textron Inc. is a multi-industry company that leverages its global network of aircraft, defense, industrial and 

finance businesses to provide customers with innovative solutions and services. Textron is known around the 

world for its powerful brands such as Bell, Cessna, Beechcraft, Pipistrel, Jacobsen, Kautex, Lycoming, E-Z-GO, 

and Textron Systems. For more information, visit: www.textron.com. 

 

Certain statements in this press release are forward-looking statements which may project revenues or describe 

strategies, goals, outlook or other non-historical matters; these statements speak only as of the date on which 

they are made, and we undertake no obligation to update or revise any forward-looking statements. These 

statements are subject to known and unknown risks, uncertainties, and other factors that may cause our actual 

results to differ materially from those expressed or implied by such forward-looking statements. 
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