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Metro Aviation first to STC Stryker Performance-LOAD 
Manual Cot Fastener in a helicopter 

 
26 JAN 2021 – Shreveport, La. –  

When the Society of Auto Engineers released their J3027 guidance regarding ground ambulance-based 
patient litters, it left many air ambulance crews in a bind.  Crews were no longer able to quickly transfer a 
litter from the aircraft to the ground vehicle.  Instead, they had to transfer the patient from the helicopter’s 
stretcher to the ground vehicle’s stretcher, costing precious minutes when time is of utmost importance. 
 
Today, Metro Aviation announced they are the first to STC the Stryker Performance-LOAD Manual Cot 
Fastener for BK117 C2/D2 models.  The fastener meets crash safety recommendations for SAE J3027 and 
provides guidance for loading and unloading to improve efficiencies.  With this system, crews can now carry 
the same Stryker litters approved for ground transport and eliminate the need to move patients from ground 
litter to flight litter during transport.  
 
Boston Medflight is the launch customer for the system, and worked closely with Metro Aviation during its 
development. 
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“While Metro’s original Stryker gurney system provided us with a very robust, independent, and reliable 
process to transport our patients, the Performance Pro solution provides us with more flexibility by having a 
gurney that can be utilized both in our aircraft as well as our ground ambulances and in most 1st responders’ 
ambulances,” said Boston MedFlight Director of Base Operations Charlie Blathras.   
 
“Many of our helicopter transports require the need for ground ambulance support and moving multiple 
times between gurneys increases the risk for our patients. The Performance Pro solution limits that overall 
risk and improves our system efficiency. We’re grateful to Metro for hearing our concerns and collaborating 
on a solution that meets our patient needs.” 
 
Metro is currently producing 25 systems to be available during the first quarter of 2021.  The installation is 
similar to Metro Aviation’s long-standing litter retention plate and can be installed in the field. 
 
For more information or to order a system, please contact Amy McMullen at 
amcmullen@metroaviation.com. 
 

 

 
### 

About Metro Aviation: 

Metro Aviation, Inc., based in Shreveport, Louisiana, United States is a worldwide provider of completion services for all 

missions and types of helicopters and specializes in the EC135 and EC145 with several Supplemental Type Certificates 

(STC) developed by the company for these and other aircraft.  Metro is an FAA approved repair station, approved Airbus 

(Eurocopter) Service Center and FAR Part 135 air medical operations provider at several locations across the United 

States. The company is privately held and is one of the largest traditional air medical providers in the country. For 

additional information regarding Metro Aviation, Inc. and any of its products or services, please contact Kristen King 

Holmes at 318.698.5200 or kking@metroaviation.com. 
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