
 

                                    
Bell and the City of Fort Worth Celebrate Bell 505 Delivery and 70-Year Legacy 

 

 
Fort Worth Police Department adds customized Bell 505 Jet Ranger X to enhance Air Support 

  
Fort Worth, TX (January 8, 2021) – Bell Textron Inc., a Textron Inc. (NYSE:TXT) company, announced today 
the delivery of a Bell 505 to the Fort Worth Police Department. Bell executives and city officials celebrated 
this delivery at the police department’s hangar at Meacham Airport to mark a 70-year relationship between 
Bell and Fort Worth. 
  
The Fort Worth Police Department currently operates two Bell 206 Jet Ranger aircraft; the addition of the Bell 
505 will provide exceptional performance that is part of the Jet Ranger legacy. 
  
“Bell is proud to continue the long legacy of supporting the Fort Worth Police Department and public safety 
initiatives in our growing community,” said Mitch Snyder, president and CEO. “Fort Worth has shaped Bell as 
a company since our move here in 1951, providing an environment accepting of new ideas and technology 
that remains vital to our future. We look forward to watching the Fort Worth PD and the Bell 505 serve the 
citizens of Fort Worth.” 
  
In 1951, Lawrence D. Bell broke ground in Fort Worth on Bell Aircraft Corporation’s helicopter division, to be 
called Bell Helicopter. More than 70 years later, Bell has completed several consolidation and modernization 
efforts as well as establishing new facilities in Fort Worth to support advanced manufacturing and Bell’s 
Commercial Business operations. With more than 4,200 employees, Bell continues to positively bring long-
term economic growth and jobs to North Texas. 
  
“The City of Fort Worth and Bell have an incredible, long-standing partnership, and I am thrilled to see this 
continue to positively impact our community,” said Mayor Betsy Price. “Fort Worth Police Department’s new 
Bell 505 will be a great asset to the community as we continue to prioritize public safety for all residents 
using top of the line technology. The City looks forward to growing our partnership with Bell, as it is critical 
we support local businesses and uplift the innovative work being done in our own backyard.” 

https://www.bellflight.com/company/leadership/mitch-snyder


  
The Bell 505 was introduced in 2014 and certified by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) in 2017. 
There are now more than 300 Bell 505s operating in more than 55 countries on six continents, surpassing 
50,000 total fleet flight hours. With a speed of 125 knots (232 km/h) and useful load of 1,500 pounds (680 
kg), the Bell 505 is designed to be easy to fly while providing significant value to the operator and best-in-
class cabin visibility. The customer-driven design of the aircraft places safety, performance and affordability 
at the forefront, blending proven systems with advanced technology and a sleek, modern design. 
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ABOUT BELL 

Thinking above and beyond is what we do. For more than 80 years, we’ve been reimagining the experience of 
flight – and where it can take us. 
We are pioneers. We were the first to break the sound barrier and to certify a commercial helicopter. We were 
aboard NASA’s first lunar mission and brought advanced tiltrotor systems to market. Today, we’re defining the 
future of on-demand mobility. 
Headquartered in Fort Worth, Texas – as a wholly-owned subsidiary of Textron Inc., – we have strategic 
locations around the globe. And with nearly one quarter of our workforce having served, helping our military 
achieve their missions is a passion of ours. 
Above all, our breakthrough innovations deliver exceptional experiences to our customers. Efficiently. Reliably. 
And always, with safety at the forefront. 

  
ABOUT TEXTRON INC. 
  
Textron Inc. is a multi-industry company that leverages its global network of aircraft, defense, industrial and 
finance businesses to provide customers with innovative solutions and services. Textron is known around the 
world for its powerful brands such as Bell, Cessna, Beechcraft, Hawker, Jacobsen, Kautex, Lycoming, E-Z-GO, 
Arctic Cat, Textron Systems, and TRU Simulation + Training. For more information, visit: www.textron.com. 
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