
 
BELL COMPLETES 100TH CONSECUTIVE ON-TIME DELIVERY OF AH-1Z TO U.S. MARINES 

Cross-industry collaboration supports production and sustainment 
 
 
AMARILLO, Texas (Sept 14, 2021) – Bell Textron Inc., a Textron Inc. (NYSE: TXT) company, has 
successfully completed its 100th consecutive on-time delivery of the AH-1Z aircraft to the U.S. Marine 
Corps, which began nearly four years ago. Bell accomplished this milestone through tight coordination 
with its manufacturing and assembly facilities, UAW 218, numerous suppliers, and government 
partners. The H-1 series consists of the AH-1Z Viper and UH-1Y Venom, which provide light attack and 
utility helicopter support to the Marines while maintaining a small logistical footprint through the 85% 
commonality between the airframes. 
 
“Performance like this takes a lot of work, communication, and trust to ensure alignment between 
numerous partners, all working toward the same objective. I could not be more proud of our Bell 
employees.” said Mike Deslatte, Bell H-1 vice president and program director. “Our front line workers, 
engineers, and supply chain professionals all help support the Marines. Their work designing, 
manufacturing, and assembling critical components while ensuring quality parts reach the production 
line on time help the Marines ensure our nation’s security.” 
 
Bell and its Team Viper / Venom partners collaborate with the U.S. Marine Corps H-1 Light/Attack 
Helicopter program (PMA-276) to provide integrated solutions and increase combat lethality and 
readiness. In addition to delivering production aircraft on time, Bell directly supports scheduled 
maintenance. The company is also working on new capability upgrades to equip the Marines with the 
most advanced technology available. 
 
“This is a feat only possible through the determination of our production team and the program’s strong 
relationship with our industry partners and suppliers,” said Col Vasilios Pappas, PMA-276 program 
manager. 
 
Bell is currently working toward the U.S. Marine Corps program of record (POR) and anticipates 
production of Marine Corps H-1 through 2022. The U.S. Marine Corps H-1 production contract is for 
349 aircraft, consisting of 160 UH-1Y and 189 AH-1Z. Bell will continue manufacturing aircraft for 
foreign military customers including contracts for Bahrain AH-1Zs and a mixed Czech Republic fleet of 
both AH-1Zs and UH-1Ys. 
 

                     



### 

 
Photo caption:  
“A Bell AH-1Z conducts flight testing at Bell’s Amarillo Assembly Center before delivery to the U.S. 
Marine Corps. (Photo by: Anthony Boyer)” 
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About Bell 
Thinking above and beyond is what we do. For more than 85 years, we’ve been reimagining the experience of flight – and 
where it can take us. 
We are pioneers. We were the first to break the sound barrier and to certify a commercial helicopter. We were aboard NASA’s 
first lunar mission and brought advanced tiltrotor systems to market. Today, we’re defining the future of advanced air mobility. 
Headquartered in Fort Worth, Texas – as a wholly-owned subsidiary of Textron Inc., – we have strategic locations around the 
globe. And with nearly one quarter of our workforce having served, helping our military achieve their missions is a passion of 
ours. 
Above all, our breakthrough innovations deliver exceptional experiences to our customers. Efficiently. Reliably. And always, 
with safety at the forefront 
 
About Textron Inc. 
Textron Inc. is a multi-industry company that leverages its global network of aircraft, defense, industrial and finance 
businesses to provide customers with innovative solutions and services. Textron is known around the world for its powerful 
brands such as Bell, Cessna, Beechcraft, Hawker, Jacobsen, Kautex, Lycoming, E-Z-GO, Arctic Cat, Textron Systems, and 
TRU Simulation + Training. For more information, visit: www.textron.com.  
 
Certain statements in this press release may project revenues or describe strategies, goals, outlook or other non-historical 
matters; these forward-looking statements speak only as of the date on which they are made, and we undertake no obligation 
to update them. These statements are subject to known and unknown risks, uncertainties, and other factors that may cause 
our actual results to differ materially from those expressed or implied by such forward-looking statements, including but not 
limited to, changing priorities or reductions in the U.S. Government defense budget, including those related to military 
operations in foreign countries; our ability to perform as anticipated and to control costs under contracts with the U.S. 
Government; the U.S. Government’s ability to unilaterally modify or terminate its contracts with us for the U.S. Government’s 
convenience or for our failure to perform, to change applicable procurement and accounting policies, or, under certain 
circumstances, to withhold payment or suspend or debar us as a contractor eligible to receive future contract awards; changes 
in foreign military funding priorities or budget constraints and determinations, or changes in government regulations or policies 
on the export and import of military and commercial products; and performance issues with key suppliers, subcontractors or 
business partners. 
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