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HAI Issues Updates on FAA Announcements for 
Airmen Medical Certificates, Part 135 Operators 

 
Alexandria, Va. (March 30, 2020) – Helicopter Association International (HAI) can now provide updates to a 
March 29, 2020, HAI press release about airmen medical certificates and an FAA announcement regarding 
waivers for Part 135 operators that was issued on March 25, 2020. 
 
HAI’s press release yesterday cautioned against FAA-certificated flight personnel allowing their medical 
certificates to expire based on information contained in the March 26, 2020, FAA Docket No. FAA-2020-0312.  
An FAA representative stated that this was a draft document that had not been completely vetted within the 
FAA and thus was not ready for public release. Consequently, HAI recommends affected individuals ignore the 
wording in the docket. 
 
This docket stated that the FAA was waiving enforcement actions against pilots and aircrewmen whose medical 
certificates will expire between March 31 and June 30, 2020. The document explained that the FAA’s waiver 
was connected to the COVID-19 pandemic and its related disruptions. 
 
“Again, we recommend that any persons whose airman medical certificate will expire between now and the end 
of June should continue their efforts to obtain this certificate as quickly as possible,” says James Viola, 
president and CEO of HAI. “We don’t yet know if the FAA will reissue this docket, so make sure your 
paperwork is up to date.” 
 
HAI has also reached out to the FAA for clarification of a series of exempted Part 135 regulations issued last 
week to the National Air Transport Association (NATA). According to the agency, the exemption issued to 
NATA is also extended to other Part 135 air carriers and operators that submit a letter of intent. 
 
The exemptions cover the following Part 135 regulations: 

• 14 CFR 135.245(c), 135.247(a), 135.301(a), 135.323(b), 135.337(g), 135.338(g), 135.339(b), 
135.340(b), and 135.505(d). 

 
“HAI is aware that these exemptions are needed by our members,” says Viola. “Our Operations Department 
created this template letter for companies to use when they request this exemption.” 
 
HAI members should contact ops@rotor.org with questions about these and other regulatory challenges. 
 
 

--MORE-- 
 

https://www.rotor.org/Portals/0/Press%20Releases/0326_Airman_Medical_Certificate_Policy.pdf?ver=2020-03-29-144130-237&timestamp=1585507305580
https://bit.ly/3bDsZmo
mailto:ops@rotor.org
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### 
 
HAI is the professional trade association for the international helicopter industry. HAI members represent more 
than 3,000 aviation businesses and individuals who safely operate more than 4,500 helicopters approximately 
2.3 million hours each year in more than 73 nations. HAI is dedicated to the promotion of the helicopter as a 
safe, effective method of commerce and to the advancement of the international helicopter community. 


